
Dr. H. H. !&Kinney 
Division of CeaeaI. Crops and Diseases 
u. s. D. A. 
Beltsviue , ?&I!, 

Dear Dr. M~Kinneyt 

Th&&q$ou for c,4.llr,~ si;’ attentiort to your paper on virus preeervation. 
I don’t heve a dell-worked out ~~+thod for preservation on a siU.aa @1, only 
an idea of: which five $WZ a fr;w prlcpsriments. f ekq~2.y thought t&t cm 
could dry c.trltur& d?,recf,l.y sn a ch~kal.ly inert dassicant such as anhy- 
drou5 sSJ.fctt gal. The 2rGblea 1s ln roughly the eame atate as your own 
experience-- a design th&, looks gmd, but will have to be worked out 
in ddkd.3.. 

I would imaglnr;, that sflkca gei ought to work very weil with plant viruses, 
but I hava L?O experriccsa ELI,OK~ this line, AL& I have done hcta bean to add 
a dense euapans?lcn ijf bacteria to about twenty parta of silica $el 
(Davidson Zo. 3 Rsltiw>re, Grade AC) in a 8maLl tube, then seal off In air. 
The material cU&es down almat tidiat4.y. Survival has been mratic: 
probably thq best mamtrm should be worked out. The sil.ic,a tubea -are 
baked beforehn.nd to sti=rilim .x~d &hydrate them, and are then kept in 
a VbQUu!! dess!.catclr . 

f aQ pfS&!?8d ?-!I ywr d'lt#imx3~ i.n Wi.9, and hope that you or your staff 
&my ba 2L.e tu give BWW attention to it. It, is the sort of thlq that noone 
Is U.icQlg to wfint to hm<&e urG.ers they tie cioaely oonaernsd with preservation 
problems. On the o*&r ht;ld, X thi& t&t the biophyslm of preservation 
of XivLrng crgwaSsm irr a sub jerct of 91a deapest theorst&m.l lnrrortance, about 
which we are woefully igncrmt. 

Joshu;L Lcsderberg 
Aseocfate Profast3or of Clenetics 


